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On Feb. 14, Honduran national legislators revoked recently approved media sanctions ranging from
fines to temporary and permanent shutdown in cases where media agencies were found guilty
of failure to observe limits and restrictions contained in electoral reform legislation. The new law
limits campaigns to four months prior to primaries, and six months preceding general elections. In
addition, political advertisements cannot exceed one page in print publications, one hour of radio
time, or a half hour of TV time. Opposition parties, domestic and foreign media associations, and
organized labor mounted major protest actions against the legislation. In response, the Congress
amended the law to sanction politicians who attempt to run ads outside the legal campaign period.
The amendment, in turn, has provoked opposition party accusations that the Congress is attempting
to restrict freedom of association in violation of constitutional guarantees. (Basic data from AFP,
02/14/91)
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